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FRANKFORT PARK DISTRICT 

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MONTHLY MEETING 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 13, 2015 

140 OAK STREET, FRANKFORT, IL  60423 

 

MINUTES 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

President Reilly called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 

2. ROLL CALL 

Commissioner Barz (absent) 

Commissioner  Schedin  

Commissioner Feehery 

Commissioner Melnyk 

Commissioner Reilly 

Commissioner Caracciolo 

Commissioner Farina 

 

3. The Pledge of Allegiance was said. 

4. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA – No changes 

5.    CONSENT AGENDA 

M2015-1 Commissioner Feehery moved to approve the consent agenda as presented.  

Motion seconded by Commissioner Farina.  There was no discussion. 

 Approval of Regular Board Meeting Minutes of December 9, 2014. 

 Approval of Executive Session Minutes of December 9, 2014. 

 Approval of the Special Board Meeting Minutes of January 6, 2015. 

 A roll call vote was taken. 

 

 Aye: 5 

 Nay: 0 

 Abstain:1 

 Motion passed.  
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6. APPROVAL OF BILLS 

 M2015-2 Commissioner Melnyk made a motion to approve payables in the amount of 

$172,539.07   Motion seconded by Commissioner Caracciolo.  There was no discussion. 

 A roll call vote was taken. 

 

 Aye: 6 

 Nay: 0 

 Abstain: 0 

 Motion passed. 

7. CITIZENS COMMENTS and/or CORRESPONDENCE – None 

 

8. AUDIT 2013-14 PRESENTATION 

 John Williams of Hearne and Associates, PC gave the audit report.  He reported that they 

worked with the Park District staff and went over it with the Board.  He reported that there 

were no difficulties in the audit and the Park District is fiscally responsible. 

 

9. EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 The January Committee Meeting is scheduled for January 27, 6:30 p.m. at the Founders 

Community Center. 

 Six Requests for Qualifications for the Community Center project have been received.  

Meetings with each firm will be scheduled to review their submittals/qualifications.  

Director Carstens will decide which firms will present/interview with the Board on  

February 24. 

 The following residents have filed for Board Commissioner of the Frankfort Park District 

in the March elections (3 openings): Larry Caracciolo, Ernie Stephens, Katie Marie Rak 

and Thomas Barz. 

 The Frankfort Park District has contracted with Stumm Insurance to be their health 

insurance broker.  Coverage will be provided by BlueCross/Blue Shield. 

 The Closing of the property adjacent to Sara Springs Park occurred on Monday, 

December 22.  All property left in the building is the Park Districts’ property - a Bill of 

Sale.  The Buildings and Grounds staff has been cleaning, assessing, etc. the building. 

 A Board retreat will be scheduled soon.  The main topic will be to discuss the 

Community Center project and continue implementation of the Comprehensive plan.  

Dates to be considered are February 7, February 14, February 21, or February 28.  Times 

will be from 8:30 a.m. to 12 Noon. 

 Executive Director Tom Carstens asked the Board to use the Community Center Project 

Statement, which was provided by C.K. Baum & Associates (Paul Hawlsy). 
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 Itineraries for the State Conference will be sent to Board members by Director Carstens. 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS  

 A. SPECIAL RECREATION 

 There was a Board Meeting today 1/13/2015.  

 There are issues with the gym floor. 

 The Tri-County Special Recreation is probably dissolving (Lockport, Lemont and 

Romeoville). Some may join LWSRA.  Things to consider if they join are the 

staff/finances. 

B. FINANCE – COMMISSIONER CARACCIOLO 

  M2015-3 Commissioner Caracciolo made a motion to approve the 2013-14 Audit.  

  Motion seconded by Commissioner Feehery.  There was no discussion. 

  A roll call vote was taken. 

  Aye: 6 

  Nay: 0 

  Abstain: 0 

  Motion passed. 

 

 

C. BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS – SUPERINTENDENT JOHNSON/COMMISSIONER  CARACCIOLO 

 

 The Christmas tree recycling program has begun.  Trees can be dropped off at either 

Main or Commissioners Parks from December 26 to January 15.  The trees will be 

processed into wood chips.  This project has gone very well, and to date 

approximately 50 trees have been brought to the parks for recycling. 

 The ice rinks opened the first week in January.  The rinks have been getting a lot of 

use.  The two heavy duty hockey goals purchased by Operation Playground are in 

place on the hockey rink.  The sled hill at Commissioners Park has been busy as well.  

The lights on both the sled hill and ice rinks are active from 4-9 p.m. 

 Work that needs to be done has been assessed at the recently purchased 

warehouse adjacent to Sara Springs Park.  The focus will be on getting the building 

mechanicals up to a satisfactory standard as well as giving everything a thorough 

cleaning. 

 The Park District has opted to undergo the Park District Risk Management Agency 

(PDRMA) Loss Control Review 2 years earlier than required, with the goal of earning 

agency accreditation in 2015.  The review takes place over 9-10 months, during 

which time the Park District and staff is evaluated on many aspects of risk 

management, liability, safety, and loss prevention. 
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D. RECREATION REPORT – SUPERINTENDENT PROPER/COMMISSIONER SCHEDIN 

 

 Registration for the Winter/Spring programs is going good.  The staff is starting 

to work on the summer brochure. 

 The Winter On The Green Winter Carnival is January 18.  It is sponsored by the 

Park District. 

 The ice rinks officially opened on January 5 and the concession stand opened on 

January 9.  The concession hours this season are as follows: 

 Friday 5-9 p.m. 

 Saturday  12 Noon to 3 p.m. and 6-9 p.m. 

 Sunday 4-8 p.m.   

The concession stand will also be open on days off of school from 12 Noon to 4 

p.m.  During concession stand hours, people will have the opportunity to rent 

ice skates and snowshoes and purchase hot chocolate.  The list of the quantity 

and sizes of the ice skates are available to view on the website and at the 

concession stand. 

 

E. PUBLIC RELATIONS REPORT – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CARSTENS/COMMISSIONER 

MELNYK 

 Public Relations continue to be strong.  Press and photo releases continue 

weekly—great coverage.  Director Carstens shared some of the articles that 

were printed. 

 

F PLANNING REPORT – EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR CARSTENS/COMMISSIONER FEEHERY  -  

  Director Carstens said he is working on Retreat dates.      

11.  ATTORNEY’S REPORT – No report 

12. UNFINISHED BUSINESS – No report 

13. COMMISSIONER COMMENTS/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 Commissioner Melnyk – Nice to see Ernie Stephens (running for the Board in 

March) at the Board meeting. The tree recycling was a great idea, thanks to the 

staff for their work with this project.  The basketball games with the Frankfort 

Warriors and LWSRA were great.  Thanks to Larry Caracciolo for working on 

these games.  Fund balance is very good, thanks for a good audit report. 

Commissioner Farina – Good audit report.  She shared that the Illinois 
Respiratory Health Association approached her to learn more about our smoke-
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free parks policy and use Frankfort as an example; and she arranged a meeting 
at the parks conference with Director Carstens and her to meet with Todd 
Fraley.  She also invited others to join us at that meeting.  
Commissioner Farina also shared that Steve Hogan approached her regarding a 
partnership with the Lincoln Way Alumni Association and that they discussed a 
mention in its newsletter regarding what we do along with partnering on an 
event together. She then mentioned that Director Carstens would follow up 
regarding next steps.  

 Commissioner Feehery – The ice rinks are very busy and they look great. 

 Commissioner Schedin – Good audit report.  The application with PRDMA is a 

good thing. 

14. EXECUTIVE SESSION – For the purpose of discussing: The purchase or lease of real estate 5 ILCS 

 120(2)(5); Personnel 5 ILCS120/2 © (1); imminent or pending litigation 5 ILCS 120/2/(2) ©(11).    

 M2015 - 4 At 7:35 p.m. Commissioner Caracciolo moved to go into Executive Session.  

 Motion  seconded by Commissioner Farina.  Motion passed by a voice vote. 

 15. ADJOURNMENT 

 M2015 -5 At 8:41 p.m. Commissioner Feehery moved to adjourn the Frankfort Park 

District Board of Commissioners monthly meeting of January 13, 2015. Motion seconded by 

Commissioner Caracciolo.  Motion passed by a voice vote. 

Respectfully submitted 

Jo Ann Cole 

Board Minutes Secretary 

 


